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no more than twenty months old. These appointments are important, fur they shew how completely the system of Diocletian had broken down. The Emperors appointed t';csars out of deference to the letter of that constitution, but they outrageously violated its spirit hy appointing their own sons, and when the choice foil on an infant, insult was added to injury. It wa« plain warning to nil the world that ConstantJnc and Licinius meant to keep power in their own hands. When, a few years later, three sons were born to Constantino and Fausta in quick succession, the eldest, who was given the name of his father, wan created C;t*sar shortly after his birth, Ho doubt the Empress --herself an Emperor's daughter demanded that ht?r son should enjoy equal rank with the son of the low-born Minorvina, mui the probabilities are that Constantino already looked forward to providing the young Princes with patritttunics carved out of the territory of Licinius. However, there was no actual rupture between the two Emper«r*i until 3.23, though relations had long been strained*
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